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POLICE — SUICIDE PREVENTION FORUM 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [2.10 pm]: Yesterday, I was privileged to attend the 
Western Australia Police Force suicide prevention forum held at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre. I would 
like to acknowledge the Commissioner of Police, Chris Dawson, and his team within the health, welfare and safety 
division for their efforts in planning and delivering this initiative. 
Madam Speaker, you better than many of us in this chamber know the difficult and arduous job that our police 
officers do on a daily basis to keep the community safe. Tragically, sometimes the ongoing impact of the stresses 
that police face in carrying out their duties is not realised until it is too late. The recent loss of two serving police 
officers is a sobering reminder for us all that mental health is an issue that we need to better understand and work 
harder to identify the symptoms and ways in which we can better manage the causes. 
The forum brought together representatives from all ranks within the WA Police Force, as well as subject matter 
experts and researchers, with a goal of raising awareness and identifying the challenges associated with mental health 
and suicide. A key point that I took from the forum, which I encourage all members in this chamber to promote, 
is that we must all speak up in an effort to remove the stigma that surrounds mental health and encourage anyone 
who feels they need help to seek it. 
Under the McGowan government and Commissioner Dawson, there has been a significant boost in resources and 
services provided by the health, welfare and safety division; nevertheless, we must all constantly work to improve 
our support of police officers, who put themselves into harm’s way on our behalf on a daily basis. 
 


	POLICE — SUICIDE PREVENTION FORUM
	Statement by Minister for Police


